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Trump barges into tax debate, 
seeks deeper cut for wealthy 


BY KEVIN FREKING AND MARCY 
GORDON 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump on 
Monday barged into congres- 
sional Republicans’ carefully 
calibrated work on revamping 
the nation’s tax code, calling for 
a steeper tax cut for wealthy 
Americans and pressing to add a 
contentious health care change 
to the mix. 

An analysis showed, mean- 


while, that the Senate version of 
the legislation would actually 
increase taxes for some 13.8 
million U.S. households earning 
less than $200,000 a year. 

In a tweet, Trump commend- 
ed GOP leaders for getting the 
tax overhaul legislation closer to 
passage in recent weeks and 
said, “Cut top rate to 35% w/all 
of the rest going to middle in- 
come cuts?” 

That puts him at odds with 
the House legislation that leaves 
the top rate at 39.6 percent and 


the Senate bill as 
written, with the 
top rate at 38.5 
percent. 

Trump also 
said, “Now how 
about ending the 
unfair & highly 
unpopular in- 
dividual mandate 
in (Obama)care and reducing 
taxes even further?” 

The legislation would steeply 
cut corporate taxes, double the 
standard deduction used by 


President 
Trump 


most Americans, and limit or 
repeal completely the federal 
deduction for state and local 
property, income and sales tax- 
es. It carries high political stakes 
for President Donald Trump 
and Republican leaders in Con- 
gress, who view passage of tax 
cuts as critical to the GOP’s 
success at the polls next year. 
Trump and the Republicans 
have promoted the legislation as 
a boon to the middle class, 
bringing tax relief to people with 
moderate incomes and boosting 


the economy to create new jobs. 

Yet a congressional analysis 
finds that the Senate measure 
would actually increase taxes in 
2019 for 13.8 million households 
earning less than $200,000 a 
year. That group, about 10 per- 
cent of all taxpayers, would face 
tax increases of $100 to $500 in 
2019, the nonpartisan Joint 
Committee on Taxation found. 
There also would be increases 
greater than $500 for a number 
of taxpayers, especially those 
with incomes between $75,000 
and $200,000. By 2025, 21.4 
million households would have 
steeper tax bills. 

The analysts found a similar 
magnitude of tax increases un- 
der the House bill. 

The newest analysis was pro- 
vided as the Senate’s tax-writing 
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Board calls 


for WRAL 
to ‘do the 
right thing’ 


BY BROOKE CAIN 
bcain@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

A letter sent Friday by the 
board of the Greater Raleigh 
Merchants Association to its 
members questions the ethics 
and motives of WRAL - the 
former sponsor of GRMA’s 
Raleigh Christmas Parade - and 
called on the TV station to “do 
the right thing, do the ethical 
thing, do the responsible thing” 
and not broadcast this year’s 
parade. 

WRAL sponsored and broad- 
cast the parade for 43 years 
until losing the contract this 
year to rival WTVD. Still, WRAL 
announced in October that it 
plans to broadcast Saturday’s 
parade anyway. In the weeks 
since, the bad blood has contin- 
ued. GRMA is not allowing 
WRAL-TV or WRAL-FM to have 
floats in the parade because 
they applied after the Sept. 11 
deadline. GRMA also sent let- 
ters to parade participants last 
week banning WRAL cameras 
from any entries, under threat 
of removing those entries from 
the parade and banning them 
from future parades. 

The GRMA letter laid out a 
number of grievances the asso- 
ciation has with WRAL. It states 
that WRAL failed to live up to 
“certain contractual obliga- 
tions” in the past. Jennifer Mar- 
tin, director of the merchants 
association, declined to elab- 
orate on specifics Monday, say- 
ing that the issues had been 
raised directly with the station. 

The letter quotes from the 
mission statement and ethics 
policy of Capitol Broadcasting 
Company, the parent company 
of WRAL, and says merchants 
should “ask yourselves whether 
WRAL’s actions meet those 
standards.” 

It says that since learning on 
Oct. 3 that WRAL did not re- 
ceive the contract, the station 
had “retaliated against GRMA 
in many ways.” It goes on to say 
that WRAL’s airing of the pa- 
rade is “taking away viewership 
from the official broadcast for 
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BY LYNN BONNER 
lbonner@newsobserver.com 


The state has hired more 
doctors to work in two of its 
psychiatric hospitals, and the 
newest hospital is using more 
of its patient beds, a move that 
may help move patients more 
quickly out of local hospital 
ERs and into mental health 
treatment. 

Cherry Hospital in Golds- 
boro has begun using 48 previ- 
ously vacant beds in its new 
building, said Mark Benton, 
deputy secretary for health 
services at the state Depart- 
ment of Health and Human 


m Cherry Hospital has hired more psychiatrists and has begun 
using more space in its new building. 


Services. 

More doctors and more 
usable beds could reduce the 
amount of time people spend 
waiting in local emergency 
rooms that can’t properly treat 
their mental illness. It’s un- 
clear whether the newly avail- 
able beds at Cherry Hospital 
have cut delays for admission. 

Mentally ill patients waited 
in hospital emergency rooms 
an average of 74 hours for 
admission to Cherry, according 
to DHHS information for the 
fiscal year that ended in June. 
Cherry had the lowest average 
wait time of the three state 
hospitals. DHHS said more 
recent data is not available. 


Cherry Hospital in Goldsboro has begun using 48 previously vacant beds in its new building. 


Cherry Hospital serves se- 
verely mentally ill people from 
38 counties in the eastern part 
of the state. 

Between Oct. 1, 2016, and 
Sept. 1, 2017, Vidant Medical 
Center in Greenville sent, on 
average, less than one patient 


More beds, doctors aimed at 
easing glut of ER mental patients 
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per month to Cherry, accord- 
ing to an email from a Vidant 
spokesman. “Even if the num- 
bers were significantly higher, 
it would be difficult to draw 
conclusions about wait times 


SEE MENTAL HEALTH, 10A 


To subscribe or report delivery issues, 
800-522-4205 or newsobserver.com/customer-service 


Business 
Classified 
Comics 


7A Lotteries 
11B Obituaries 
8B Opinion 


2A Sports 1B 
8A Triangle 
“nA Under the Dome 


3A 
2A 


TOTO 
7" 28027'00100''"7 


